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Christmas message from Mr Elphické
é
Welcome to the Christmas edition of the BGS magazine!é

As the Autumn Term draws to a close, we look back over these vital first weeksé
and months of the academic year. Our new Year 7 students were happily settledé
into the life of the school by half term; their parents had met form tutors,#
attended a Music Concert involving every Year 7 student and enjoyed a BBQ here iné
school. Similarly, in the Sixth Form, students from many local schools joined ouré
own students and this year made BGS history: They completed our now fully 1Bé
Sixth Form of 400 students. Staff and students are now benefiting from the focusé
that the single shared outcome of the IB Diploma brings. We are confident thaté
Year 13 and Year 12 have the potential to be the highest performing BGS cohortsé
ever. At the time of writing, 18 students had gained interviews at Cambridge oré
Oxford and the majority of Y13 students had at least one offer and in many casesé
several offers at the prestigious universities they have selected.é

This is also the term where the whole recruitment process begins again; we heldé
inspiring, vibrant and successful open events for prospective Year 7 students and aé
few weeks later, two similarly successful evenings for prospective Year 12¢
students, one for our own and one for those from other schools. As always, theé
overwhelmingly positive feedback is about how approachable and friendly ouré
students and staff are d complete strangers to the school report that those theyé
talk to on these evenings genuinely care. We were also struck by the increasingé
number of external students who were better informed about the IB than iné
previous years.gé

Perhaps our new website is more effective at getting our messages out. There is aé
lovely promotional video, (created in-house with excellent support from a studenté
at Ravensbourne) on our homepage, aimed at prospective Year 7 students. Our IBg

story was published in the 2018 edition of the Parliamentary Review, marked by aé
reception at the House of Commons. We also gained our annual curriculum awardé

from the Princefs Teaching Institute (PTI) - this year for the English, History, Latiné
and MFL departments.é

Meanwhile, the school has continued with the multitude of activities typical ofé
what we manage to cram into a term: visits, residential trips (the Sports Tour toé
Barcelona and the Japanese Exchange at half term), conferences, Internationalé
Week, No Pens Day and of course, a range of House events. We held two Poweré
Days, new incarnations of our former ECM days, which have been reorganised andé
refocused to fulfil the growing demands of the PSHCE curriculum. Ouré
Remembrance Assemblies, complete with 3 trumpeters playing the Last Post até
three locations across the school, two minutes after 11 odclock, held a specialé
resonance in this centenary year. We have held Parentsé Evenings for Year 13 andé



Year 11. And as this magazine goes to virtual press, our Year 11 and Year 138
students are taking their mock examinations before a well-deserved Christmasé
break.é

The Christmas Concert ushered in the festive season in style. Fourteen ensembles¢
(if you count the two Rock Groups separately - a BGS record, | believe) in whiché
nearly 10% of the student body participated, entertained a packed hall withé
everything from Mozart to Deep Purple! Congratulations to Mrs Goddard, Mr Laingg
and Mrs Eacott, our technician, Mr Ross, several peripatetic teachers (Mr Cooper,é
Mrs Goddard, Ms Wyllie and Mr Crocker) our Music Prefects and, of course, ouré
performers, on an impressive and inspiring evening.é

Finally, a huge thank you to Mrs Johnson and her committed team of students whoé
work so hard to produce this stimulating publication. | hope you enjoy it.é

Have a restful Christmas break with family and friends and may | wish you everyg
blessing in 2019.8

é

Editorsd Christmas Messageé

€

Merry Christmas, Bexley Grammar!é
é
This is the first issue of our Bexley Bazaar, and what a busy first term itds been,é
now you can sit back and read whatds been going oné..é
Good luck to all Y11 and Y13 students in your Mock results, enjoy the break,é

everyone, and we wish you all a Happy New Year!é
The Editorsé
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Collins House Report:

Hi everyone,é

The House competition startedé
with the Sports Day events in theé
summer. Collins House has beené
at the top and doing well so far,é
2nd at the moment, letds seeé
where we go from now.é

The House Captains have beené
excellent at getting pupils toé
take part in events - as well, theé
pupils have been so good. Thanké
you all .

Finally, it is that time of the yearé
where we are all looking forward to the goodies.Yes, Collins members you allé
deserve it. At this time, however, | would like to wish Collins House Captains, theé
Year 13s &11s, all the best in their upcoming Mock exams. | wish you all the besté
now and in the future. | would also like to thank the Year 12s in Collins House iné
advance for their help and support.éé

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year to you all.é

8

Mrs Lasoye, Head of Collinséé

Johnson House Reportés

This term we welcomed our new Y7 and Y12 students. Itfs easier to spot the newé
younger students, and 7JR have certainly entered the school with a bang! Ioveé
been delighted to see the enthusiasm with which they approach everything and,é
with some of that energy being apparent in other year groups within the House, I¢
have a lot of hope for our future.é

é

The present, however, is a picture of limited success for Johnson. Our Junior andé
Intermediate netball teams did us proud, securing two first places in theiré
competitions. The Intermediate footballers, the Harvest Box and the ébowlingé
robotsd (STEM competition) saw us achieve third places, and after that thingsé
looked a little less positive. Wedre holding our own in fourth place overall, but theé
gap behind us is shrinking and the gap ahead getting bigger. Hereds to a greaté
Junior Swimming Gala where | look forward to seeing Johnson students ruling theé
waves!é



8

| would like to end this account with a picture of our entry in the Harvest Boxé
competition. What you candt see in this photo is the fact that there were severalé
more boxes of food hiding behind our eagleds nest. Johnson students generouslyé
donated so much food that | genuinely believeé
we might have contributed as much as the otheré
Houses combined. What a wonderfulé
demonstration of the spirit of Johnson House,é
and a heart-warming way to end this report asé
we prepare to enjoy the Christmas season ofé
giving.é

Mr Asker, Head of Johnsoné

Kirkman House Reportéé

We have had so far a very successful year in Kirkman, and | believe we end theé
calendar year at or close to the top of the table. For this, thanks must go to theé
Captains, who have worked really hard,é
but also of course to every participant!é

We have had notable successes in theé
House Drama 0Girls Like Thatd, which weé
on, and also plenty of other first oré
second placings in, for example, Senioré
eCookery, Harvest Box decorating, Stemé
Bclub and a variety of sports events,é
showing what a wide range of talents weé
have.é

We look forward to next term which not only holds the handover to new Captainsé
(already!) but itself has a lot of events within it; hopefully we can continue to holdé
our own and bring the trophy home at Easter.é

" Mrs Fisher, Head of Kirkmané

~ Photos: winning Drama cast,above,é
*A and Captains, left.s



Mabbs House Reporté

Weé hadé aé reasonableé starté toé theé yearé iné fourthé position.é AlléMabbsé participantsé
haveé triedé theiré hardestéinéallé theé eventsé whiché hasé madeémeéproud.é Thereéwereé
someéwinséwithéYearé 7éwinningétheéMFLEsongécompetition,ébothéJunioré(firstéplace)é
andé Intermediateé (thirdé place);éTennisédidéextremelyéwelléandélastéFridayéweéwoné
Houseé Senioré Cookeryé withé chocolateé fondants.é Theé changeé iné theé Houseé Dramaé
competitioné allowedé theé Houseé Captainsé toé chooseé aé challengingé choiceé ofé play-é
TheéGreeképlayé"Heracles".éAlthoughétheéstudentsédidéplaceéinétheéfinaléthree,étheé
useéoféoféchoruséandécostumetreallyéhelpedétoéproduceéaécreativeére-tellingéoféthisé
darképlay.éAsétheénextécompetitionséarise,éwethopeétoékeepérisingéthroughétheéranksé
to the top! Ms Gabriel, Head of Mabbséé

é

Prothero House Reporté

Prothero have had a difficult yearé
this year. Sports Day was aé
complete fail which set us back soé
far, meaning our team could haveé
potentially given up. However, Ié
am so proud of all members ofé
Prothero as they have motored oné
and still kept the (friendly) fightingé
spirit. As a result we are slowlyé
closing the gap. So, stay positiveé
guys and keep on going. Stické
together as a team and enjoy theé
experience.

Mrs Mitten, Head of Protheroé

Wellman House Reporté
é
| am exceptionally proud of the hard work and enthusiasm for house activities fromé
Wellman this year. From the range of events such as House Cookery, Harvest Box,é
House Drama, Girlsd Netball and Boyds Football, Wellman House has shown theiré
dedication by creating teams and participants for every single event. | would likeé
to especially congratulate the Wellman Year 8 and Year 9 students for coming firsté
place in the STEM club challenge hosted by Ms Lusted. | have high hopes that withé
this momentum, that this may be the winning year for Wellman!é

Mr Ward, Head of Wellmané



House Dramaéé

This October, all the houses came together for House Drama. For a month, eaché
house worked on a five to ten minute long performance of a script of theiré
choosing. There were a variety of choices, ranging from Wellmandgs striking pieceé
about 9711 to Kirkmands rendition of 0Girls Like Thato, a play about secondaryé
school girls and how they treat each other. The range of subjects made for aé
thoroughly interesting afternoon.é

é

With a limited cast of twenty five per house, we all definitely worried about howg
this was going to work out. Naturally, it took some thinking, planning and hardé
work from the brilliant House Captains, but in the end every house came into theé
hall ready to perform, with a vast array of props, costumes and makeup - we allé
had no idea what was in store.g

é

One by one, each house went on stage and performed their mini plays, and weé
were all amazed at the level of effort and teamwork put into the performances. Ité
was obvious we had all worked really hard and then it was up to the judges toé
make the final decision. We all waited eagerly for them to reveal the results of theé
deliberations.é

é

Mr Otley got on stage to announce where each house came. The well deservingé
winner was Kirkman, who did an outstanding performance that could barely beé
faulted by both the audience and the judges. Even though my house didnét win,é
Iom really proud of all the rehearsal time we put in, and it was reward enough toé
get to watch all the other houses perform.é é

%= Kirkman Houseéé

Kate Leadbetter, Year 128
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Report on Jack Petchey Awardé
September - November 2018¢

The first Jack Petchey Award for the New School Year was awardedé
by Mabbs House in September to Nicole Tapponnier. Nicole wasé
nominated for the following reasons: Nicole regularly helps withé
House activities throughout the at Bexley Grammar School, sheé
always has a smile on her face and encourages others to take part iné
competitions. She is an excellent House Captain and is trulyé
inspirational to students of all ages, warm, generous, a kind-heartedé
character, a very funny and uplifting person. Nicole has chosen toé
give her A250 winnings to the Art Department for a new portableé
projector and some more canvasses.é

é

é

The second was awarded by Prothero House in October to Oliver Grayé
for the following reasons: Oliver is an active member of the formé
who takes part in house events and has donated money to charityé
through events. He is a charitable and caring person and is alwaysé
there for people when they are feeling down, always friendly andé
breaks up arguments and gets people to calm down when they areé
angry or sad and is a good friend to many people. Oliver has chosené
to purchase some sports equipment for student use during break andé
lunch times.é

é

The last award of 2018 was nominated by Wellman House; iné
November they nominated Max Hickman who is in Prothero House foré
the following reasons: Max has given up his time to go with theé
Cadets to Malawi in the holidays to volunteer and help build aé
playground for less fortunate children. He also does other activitiesé
with the cadets as well as taking part in the Duke of Edinburghfsé
award scheme. Max has chosen to spend his A250 winnings on someé
new camping equipment for the Duke of Edinburghds Award Schemeé
which runs in school.é

Mrs Snelling, House of Leaderé
n
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Bexi.ey BeEr MENTORS

8
| interviewed Alexander Von Doetinchem, a Peer Mentor who is currently in Yearé
13, about how the Peer Mentor system works. If youdre interested in taking theé
role of a Peer Mentor or need someone to turn to for advice, this is the article foré
you'g
8
8
What is your role as a Peer Mentor?
é
As well as helping my Year 7 form through the transition from primary school, 18
have also assisted in focus work ranging from bullying to identity issues.é
8
How does the peer mentoring process begin?é
é
In regards to being referred to a Peer Mentor, there are a variety of ways in whichg
it can happen. The most common is that the student expresses a want to work withg
us, but they can be brought to our attention from teachers, other Peer Mentors oré
even fellow students.é
é
How are Peer Mentors assigned?é
é
At this point Mrs Jones, the School Counsellor, and Mrs Johnson work to assign aé
Peer Mentor best suited to deal with the student's needs.é
é
How long does this process last for?
é
Okay, so it can last for as long as the student feels it's necessary, but it has to beé
reviewed every four weeks to ensure that progress is being made and that theé
student feels supported.é
é
Why is this Peer Mentor system an essential part of the school?
é
It provides a support network and lets people know that they're being cared for.é
It's also nice to speak to a fellow student as opposed to a teacher as that can beé
intimidating.éé
As well as that, we can also ease the transition between primary and secondaryé
school.é



8

How does the privacy policy work?g

é

Okay, so obviously the school knows a little about why a student is being referred,é
but not too deeply. Confidentiality is taken incredibly seriously by Peer Mentorsé
and details about you will not be shared outside of sessions. There is oneé
exception, however, if a Peer Mentor feels that a student is at risk of harmingé
themselves or others, we have to disclose the details to the counsellor.é

é

Do you stay in contact with the people you mentor afterwards?é

8

Well | am not in regular contact with people | have peer mentored in the past,é
they know that they are able to contact me if necessary and I'm still in contacté
with my form, but | feel it's important that students form connections in their owné
age range.é

8

What have you learnt from this experience?t

é

Well it's made me more empathetic and confident, as well as allowed me to relateé
to younger people more.é

8

What are your overall thoughts?é

é

| think it's a worthwhile and fun experience that has taught me new skills,é
improved my confidence and organisation, and overall allowed me to help others.é
8

Need help?

You can contact either Mrs Johnson or Mrs Jones by email or speak to theé
Peer Mentors in the corridor (look for the smiley badges!)é

é

Want to apply?

Wedre taking in applications for Year 12s at the beginning of 201918

Michelle Su, Y128
g

2.

é



BGS IB student accepted até i
Jacksonville University USAg

8
One of the great benefits of the IB Diploma Programme is that it provides aé
world-class, truly global qualification. Katie McKenna, in Year 13, wanted to studyé
in the USA, and went about applying with real energy and drive: the result is ané
amazing success, as you can see from the letter of acceptance from Jacksonvilleé
University at the link below. All of our Year 13 students have received offers fromé
very prestigious universities, or from gold-chip companies, for two main reasons:é
firstly, they are impressive students who should get excellent results next June;é
secondly, the range of subjects and other super-curricular activities in the IB givesé
them a real edge over their peers for the most competitive degrees andé
apprenticeships.é
Well done to Katie, and to the rest of our most senior students!é
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13IWG3giMLSiPUVNIPgWENKcIDzj2WCGB/view?usp
=sharingé é é

Mr Morris, Head of Sixth Formé
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STEM néws

SCIENCE 2 TECHNOLOGY % ENGINEERING % MATH

It has been a busy term for STEM events! It all kickedé
off on Thursday September 20th, when Miss Francisé
organised for BGS to take part in a live web discussioné
with a real NASA astronaut. Sunita Williams is ané
engineer who has been commander of the Internationalé
Space Station and holds the world record for the longesté
space flight for a female astronaut (195 days). Withé
almost 50 schools participating in this live event, it wasé
exciting to have one of our Year 11 Physics classesé
involved and they really took the opportunity to ask thisé
prestigious and experienced astronaut some challengingé
questions that really got to the nitty gritty of life iné
space! Since there was a stream of questions coming ing
from students around the country, we were thrilled for Sunita to choose to answeré
'Does the ISS get smelly? which was posed by our BGS students. Well, it turns outé
that cleaning is an activity that astronauts spend a lot of their time on!é

é

The Inter-House STEM Competition also took placeé
this term over four weeks. Teams of Year 8 and 9¢
students from the six different houses adapted robotsé P
to knock down skittles in a timed trial. The studentsé
rose to the challenge, as always, and the final eventé
was full of drama; from batteries running out, to lasté
minute tearing off and sticking on of appendages.é
However, there was a clear winner, which was neveré
in doubt. Wellmands robot ploughed across the area, sweeping away all the skittlesg
in just 13 seconds!é

é

This academic year has seen theé
introduction of the new Power?
Days (taking the place of theé
previous ECM days), filled withé

' opportunities for students toé

| engage in a range ofé
extra-curricular activities toé




enrich and empower them in a variety of ways. Power Day 2 on Monday 26thé
November had the theme dIndustry and Enterprised. There was a huge range ofé
activities throughout the school from a Dragonds Den project for Year 7s righté
through to 1B Chemistry and Physics practical assessments for Year 13 students. Asé
the main building corridor filled with the smell of burning, we knew that theé
Chemistry Internal Assessments were well underway; a chance for students toé
complete an experiment of their own design and gain essential practical skillsé
which will prove invaluable for those going on to university to study a Scienceé
degree.é

é

On Power Day 2 both Year 9 and Year 10 students wereé
treated to a number of different workshops delivered byé
- industry professionals. Having signed up to their choicet
of workshops, Year 9 students spent the day completingé
_ tasks that would give them a taste of what it would beé
like to work in their chosen field. The choices were toé
work with a chef and learn how to cook a three courseé
Spanish inspired meal, veterinary science, computeré
science, product design, architecture, engineering andé
textiles. The hands on activities combined with theé
insights provided by our expert visitors provided ané
incredibly inspiring, as well as enjoyable, day.é
Additionally, Year 10 were involved in a number ofé
different activities designed to promote careers in towng
planning, architecture and engineering, all delivered byé
industry experts.é

ol thoroughly enjoyed participating in the Architecturalé
Design Workshop. | loved that the architects from the Architect Companyé
explained what they do and how step by stepé
they design a structure. We then got briefed oné
== the building we were designing (a poppy centre)g
and drew some concept designs. From there, weé
- began to locate the building on the site area andé
~ develop the design of the building. Eventually weé
built a prototype model of part of or all of ouré
building. Finally, we presented our ideas to theé
group! | liked how the architects were coming round and talking to us about ouré
designs, suggesting ideas and answering questions. This helped me to in the endé
produce a better design and | overall, really enjoyed it. It was a great experienceé
and it inspired me- as | am looking to go into this industry.éé

Anya Scothern, Year 98

N



é

oDuring Power Day | was in the engineeringé
group. The task given was to build aé
roller-coaster track that a marble would rollé
down, using only various types of cardboardé
and tape, and to include: A 30cm drop,é
20cm without using tape and a 360* turn.é
We were then put into groups of five peopleé
and began work. | enjoyed Power Day; theé
day in general taught me a lot about aspectsé
of the engineering process, for example theé
design cycle. The assistants from theé
university were lovely to work with and wereé
g & a great source of information about going intoé
S AU engineering for GCSEs and later a career. Allé
%@}»w ||| inall it was a wonderful experience that I¢

i b would love to do again. ¢

Hannah-Louise Donovan, Year 9é

oFor Industry Day, some of the year 9s didé
Computer Science. First, we listened to a shorté
lecture by someone called Chris Mannix who worksé
for a coding company. He told us abouté
gualifications, values to have as a coder and muché
more. After that, we were set a task similar to oneé
his company faced not too long ago to do with stocké
trading and time zones. After that we made our owné
safari parks with different outcomes based oné
probability. Overall, | felt as though we all learnt aé
~ lot and it was extremely beneficial to those of usé

™~ aspiring to follow a career path in coding.éé

§ - Max Dawkins, Year 98
é
Through the planning of this day BGS is very excited toé
have secured a permanent partnership with theé
architectural firm 11D Architects and we look forward toé
drawing on their expertise and enthusiasm in futureé
projects.é
é

Ms Lusted, Science Dept.é
é



FBCS News - Social and Culturalé
Anthropology trip to East Londoné

A

€

On Wednesday 26th September, a group of Year 12 and Year 13 students studyingé
Anthropology went on a trip to London. With Miss Contini and Mr Joe, we started até
London Bridge, walked through The City, through Whitechapel, ending up at an arté
gallery iné

Shoreditch.é [

é

Having researchedé
the areaé
beforehand, theé
Year 12s gaveé
talks on theé
different areasé
we visited - soé
that we couldé
learn the historyé
of these placesé
and thereforeé
understand how and why the areas are so different. For the Year 12s, this was aé
chance to carry out an observation as part of our IB coursework at eitheré
Whitechapel Market or Brick Lane; Brick Lane was particularly interesting as ité
changed so much from one end to the other.&

é

As shown in the pictures we took on the day, Brick Lane is fast becoming a trendyé
spot for hipsters and this is shown in the vast array of shops such as Cereal Killeré
Cafe, Dark Sugars Chocolate Shop, and Ragyard, as wellé
as lots of street art created by artists such as 6Drephd.é
However, at the other end, Brick Lane is much more ofé
a poorer area with a large Bangladeshi populationé
(hence many street signs being in both English andé
Bangladeshi). In addition to this, there is a large groupé
of Muslims who immigrated from Asia, and this is showné
in the Mosque at one end of Brick Lane which was onceé
a church. This was very interesting in allowing us to explore key anthropologicalé
ideas, such as how wealth leads to power. This was emphasised even more as weé
had just walked through The City - Londonds key financial borough. The wealthé

here was clear to see and, as we walked through Lombard Street and past the Bankéé




of England, we noticed how vastly different these two areasé
éﬁ“l%%%{e%%£”ﬁg are, despite being in walking distance of each other. Theé
P.o & 0.1 extent to which London is changing was shown clearly as weé
walked into Whitechapel and saw the appearance of lots andé
lots of cranes - the new buildings were advertised as luxuryé
apartments and offices.é&
é
It was a good day out and we finished at a gallery in Shoreditch before taking theé
bus back to London Bridge and getting the train home.é ¢
Alice Brayford, Y124

Economics and Business Studies News-¢
Commerzbank Insight dayé

Commerzbank is a German investment bank, and - on Thursday 27" November - weé
were invited to attend an Insight Day at their London office. The day was basedé
around the diverse opportunities the bank has to offer; they also offered usé
support on how we can best market ourselves to be considered by employers foré
job opportunities.é

The bank was in the heart of Londonds financial district, all the buildings toweredé
above us. To be honest, when we were walking into the reception, it was prettyé
tense. The reception was a tall room with big, white, marble walls; we walkedé
through the glass doors into the foyer where everyone was trying to acté
accordingly: it felt like everything we did was being watched.é

We were then led into the main hall where we were split up into groups, with theé
two other schools that were there. The day started off at 9:45 am with a meet andé
greet. This gave us the chance to get to know each other and introduce ourselvesé
to the people on our table. We were all from similar backgrounds and got talkingg
about our plans for the future.é

A short while after, we were greeted by the head of the Vocational Traineeé
Scheme, Julia Hassheider, who gave us an itinerary of the day, and introduced usé
to the Head of HR, Anna Lowe, who briefed us with an introduction to theé
company. The speech covered some background information of the company and aé
short overview of each department, detailing their role within the bank, explainingé
the different objectives of the bank and how closely each department worksé
together to realise these goals.é

After the introduction, we were put into different groups and given more in depthé
presentations on the individual roles we could apply for as part of the Vocationalé
Trainee scheme. The Vocational Trainee scheme is the school leavers programmeé
offered by Commerzbank. It is a three year programme, where you can obtainé



gualifications such as a Higher National Diploma (HND) in Business (Accounting &8
Finance) as well as a BA (Hons) degree in Business Studies, whilst working foré
Commerzbank, allowing you to gain practical experience. This would help you toé
apply the things you learn, expanding and solidifying your knowledge. There areé
four different areas you can specialise in as part of the VT scheme: Trade Financeé
& Cash Management Division (TF & CM), Corporates International / Relationshipé
Management, Finance, and Information Technology (IT).é

The current trainees led presentations on each of these roles, detailing theiré
responsibilities and the work they do each day. Each trainee originally attendedé
one of the three schools that were invited to the Insight Day and explained to usé
their motivations for applying for the VT scheme. They also told us about theiré
experiences working for Commerzbank and how they adjusted from school to worké
life. The trainees specified how the company takes an active role in providing helpé
and support to their trainees, listing the unique benefits they have gained being aé
part of the Vocational Trainee scheme. This helped us to make an educatedé
decision on our plans for the future. When we heard about the amount of work youé
get as a trainee, some people were put off and it pushed them towards a moreé
traditional route, but it allowed the rest of us to understand the commitment weé
were making if we became a trainee.é

Then came lunch, which was probably the most stressful part of the day! Lunché
gave us the opportunity to interact with the trainees, asking any questions we had,é
and to get more familiar with the managers of the different departments, but thisé
wasn't an opportunity we took straight away. It took a while for us to geté
comfortable enough to start talking to the different heads of department; Ié
remember my palms were sweaty, my knees weak, arms were heavy, but we hadé
to make the most of the time we had, we only get one shot, this opportunityé
comes once in a lifetime, we had to seize it. So we stomached the strength to starté
talking to the people that were there and got to know them quite well.é

The afternoon was focussed around our personal branding and marketing ourselvesg
to recruiters. The first session covered how we should manage our online presenceé
and how it can be used to shape an employers view of you as a person. In theé
modern era, social media is almost unavoidable, everyone has some sort of onlineé
presence and we underestimate the impact this has on how an employer sees you,é
as they often see your social media before they see you as a person. It alsoé
covered how we can market ourselves to employers and recruiters focussing on ouré
key traits and building on them.é

Next, we were given sessions on interview techniques, where we carried outé
separate mock interviews and were told how to structure our answers using theé
STAR technique. The STAR technique is an effective way to structure responses iné
an interview. First, you describe a Situation which applies to the question. Theng
you outline the Tasks and objectives you had to cover and the problems you facedé
in this situation. Next, what was your Approach to resolve the issue and finally youé



summarise the Result of your actions. The final session was based on how toé
structure our CVs, where their recruiters gave us personalised feedback oné
what to include in our CVs and to break up each section, as well as any otheré
improvements that could be made. | remember thinking my interview wenté
quite well, | was nervous, but on the surface | looked calm and ready: myé

nerves made it hard to maintain eye contact; on the first question, | openedé
my mouth, but the words wouldn't come out, but | took a moment to think abouté
what | was going to say and then the words came naturally.é
Overall, this day was definitely a beneficial experience for everyone who attendedé
and we walked away from it with valuable knowledge on how to improve ouré
personal branding and marketing for employers and recruiters and can now makeé

an educated decision on our future plans.é

é

Imaad Ahmed, Year 138

Young Enterpriseéé

é

Having been a part of the Youngé
Enterprise company programme foré
two months now, my teammates and Ié
have already gained valuableé
experience of dealing with realé
business issues. What has been a moreé
intricate and challenging process thané
expected has also been a fantasticé
way of learning how real companiesé
work and how solutions are found iné
the real working world.é&

8

So far we have started our fundraisingg
process in order to kickstart ouré
business aspirations and meanwhileé
we have been planning and suggestingé
ideas for our product and how weé
would like our company to work.éé

8

In order to replicate a real workingé
environment as closely as possible weé
have each taken on roles to make thisé
process more efficient. For example,é
while my initial role was as a memberé

of the sales team, | have now becomeé
Company Secretary. While theseé
different roles give each of us theé
specialised skills associated withé
them, we work together on largeé
decisions to ensure that every teamé
member has the chance to be a parté
of every step in the process.é
Furthermore, should our needs, skillsé
or capability change, we will alwaysé
have the opportunity to either ask foré
help or to change roles completely -é
this way we will be able to see theé
business from an entirely differenté
perspective.é

é

Also, throughout the programme, weé
have had the opportunity to meeté
with business advisors at CitiBank iné
order to help us through this process.é
These meetings have not only allowedg
us to consult with professionals buté
have also given us an insight into theé
financial working environment. Weé



are so fortunate as to have this rareé
opportunity to work with such a largeé
and well known company since we cané
all evaluate whether this is a careeré
that we, as business and economicsé
students, would like to pursue in theé
future. After all, this entireé
experience is the ideal chance toé
develop skills and prepare ourselvesé
for future careers.&

8

One of the greatest challenges in theé
competition so far has been comingé
up with a product. With so manyé
criteria to consider in order to find aé
successful idea, each of us has had toé
apply what we have learnt throughé
our studies at school in order toé
determine how to create a strongé
business, founded on great ideas.é
Many of these decisions have shapedé
how we work together as a team.é

é

Over the next few months we will beé
producing our decided products andé

finding ways to promote and sell themé
at various events in the new year.é
During that time, each departmenté
(Sales, Finance, Marketing andé
Operations) will be working togetheré
to contribute to the selling portion ofé
the competition- in this time, learningé
key skills of communication andé
cooperation will be essential, and theé
hope is that all of these experiences?
will prepare us for the real workingé
world, no matter what path weé
decide on, as all of these transferableé
skills will be invaluable for jobs in theé
future.éé
8
Hopefully, after a successful sellingé
period we will have the opportunityé
to present our business in front of aé
board of professionals. It would beé
great to have the chance to progressé
in the competition and to do BGS8
proud!é

Erin McDermott, Y128



Computer Science Department News:

=»>UK Bebras
")) Computational
' Thinking

Challenge

THE UK BEBRAS COMPUTATIONALS
THINKING CHALLENGE®?

Bebrasé isé aé nationalé challengeé runé byé Oxfordé Universityé thaté testsé computationalé
thinkingé andé logicalé processing.é Itéisé aé challengeé thaté consistsé ofé mostlyé multipleé
choiceéquestionsé whereéthereéareéthreeétypeséoféquestions,tA,BéandéC,éwhichévaryg
iné difficulty.é Typeé Aé questionsé giveé youé marksé foré correcté answerséandéincorrecté
answersé willé noté changeé youré score.é However & typesé Bé andé Céwillé giveé youé moreé
markséiféyouéareé correctéandéwillé deductémarkséiféyouéareéwrong,éthusémeaningéifé
you do not know the answer then it is better to leave it unanswered.é
é
Takingé parté iné theé challengeé isé veryé simple;é onceé theé studentsé takingé parté haveé
beenéregistered,étheyéhaveéaé40éminuteétimeéslotétoécompleteéaésetéoféchallenges.é
InéYearé12,6theéComputeréScienceéIBéclasséwereéableétoétakeépart;éhoweveréyouédoé
noté needé toé studyé Computeré Scienceé toé beé ableé toé enteré theé competition.é Thereé
areévarioustageégroupséthatécanébeéentered,érangingéfroméYearé2étoéYearé13.8lféyoud
manageé toé scoreé iné theé topé 60é studentsé iné theé country,é youé willé beé invitedé toé
Oxfordé toé carryé onéwithétheéchallenge.éStudentséwhoéscoredéinétheétopé 10%éofétheé
UK will also be invited to the TCS Oxford challenge in March.é
é
Ié thoughté thaté Bebrasé wast aé funé wayé toé testé myé owné logicalé thinkingé andé 1 couldé
trust my judgment, even on some questions on which | was unsure.é

James Zhang-Ly, 12CEDé

THE RESULTS!!é
g
At the beginning of November, 462 Bexley Grammar School students, across Y7-12, tooké
part in the UK Bebras Challenge. Over 125,000 students took part in this challengeé
nationally, and our students were brilliant and have some fantastic results to show foré
their efforts.é
8



Year 8 and Year 9¢

Students entered at BGS: 373¢

Students entered nationally: 101,3428

Students in Top 10% in UK: 1108

Students with Distinction (Top 25% in UK): 958

Best in School: Isabelle Leung 9NETE

é

Year 10 and Year 11¢

Students entered at BGS: 608

Students entered nationally: 19,5428

Students in Top 10% in UK: 168

Students with Distinction (Top 25% in UK): 168

Best in School: Mariusz Tang 10FFé

é

Year 128

Students entered at BGS: 278

Students entered nationally: 6,415¢

Students in Top 10% in UK: 3¢

Students with Distinction (Top 25% in UK): 88

Best in School: James Zhang-Ly 12CEDé

é

So what happens nexté?

We have 129 students that have been invited to compete in the TCS Oxfordé

Computing Challenge in March, these are the students that scored in the Top 10%¢

nationally, obviously they will smash it!éé

é

Well done to all students that participated, youdve definitely made us proud.é
Miss Muirhead,é

Head of Computer Scienceé

JISUAL 7

8PLR with their invitations to TCS!é

Students in photo: Phoebe Slade, Jamesé
Spatz, Pamela Fernandes, Tomé
Dalrymple, Arinze Chukwujekwu, Ayidé
Ahmad, Johnny Beckley, Josie Collett,é
Maddy Hosier, Siona Canajé é

é
é
é
é



Drama Department Newsgé
National Poetry Dayéé

Thursday 4th October was National Poetry Day and, to celebrate, Miss Gabriel rané

a poetry competition for the entire school. The theme this year was 6Change6, andé

the various entries were displayed anonymously all over the school, the winneré
being Niamh OdToole-MacKridge in Year 11 with her poemé

B oPandorads Box 2.0068
é
Pandora's Box 2.0¢é
8
If Pandora's box were neveré
opened,
| wonder what wouldé
change;é
perhaps avarice would subsideé
or childhood would reigné

é
but if Pandora's box were never opened,é
| fear curiosity would still overtakeg
perhaps it's set in stone that anguishé
is humanity's undeniable fateé

if Pandora's box were never opened,é
| suspect most would stay the sameé
perhaps it's in our nature to put aé
woman's curiosity to shameé
é
if Epimetheus listened to his brothersé
warning (instead of putting his owné
pleasure first),é
would humanity find itself in a different?
position:é
in harmony, tranquil, uncursed.é

but Pandora's box was opened,&
and the blame was laid on her,
like how Adam let Eve eat the apple;é
her overlooked saboteur.8

So let me try again:é

if Pandora's box were never opened,é
| wonder what would change;é
perhaps misogyny would subside,é
or childhood would reigné
To be, or not to be.é

To see, or not to see.é
What you perceive, is what you believe,é
And what you believe, is who you will beé
8
Time is your friend, most of the timeé
But it goes so fast that you don't realizeé
What you're doing for the rest of youré
timeé
And then comes the surprise!é

The world stops rotating,é
Look in the mirror!é
Only then you'll be able to seeé
Yourself a little bit clearer...8

New opportunities and new friends,é
All these things never seem to endé
As the world carries on, and you're justé
having fun.é
Little do you know, the journey's justé
begun!é

Change is constant,
Learn from the pasté
If you don't do this,#
Then you won't last.é

You've got to be readyé
School starts in Septemberé
Make this year, your yearé
A year to remember!é
é

Niamh O6Toole-MacKridge, Y118

Alice Brayford, Y12



students will be travelling to theé
Azores in the Atlantic during Octoberé
half term 2019. The Geographyé
Department look forward to this tripé
where students and staff will beé
whale watching, visiting Europe's onlyé
tea plantation, traversing the lushé
volcanic landscape and much more!é

Have you heardé
the exciting newsé
along theé
Geographyé

- A Not only will this allow students toé
CO rrldo rS?e experience geographical concepts iné
é real life but it will also impress oné
Yes you are correct! A brand newé them the magnificent awe andé
international Geography trip has beené wonder such places hold.é
launched and filled by a select groupé é
of 34 BGS Geography students.é é Congratulations to these students andé
é let the countdown begin!é
- é é

Theseé

@ luckyé :{
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What have the KS3¢
Geography Club been upé
to this term?¢

There has been tremendous interest from keené
geographers from Y7, 8 and 9 in the geographyéé




projects this term. All pupils are welcome to join Monday after school fromé
3:05-4:00 in M19. Here, students are let loose with their geographical creativity toé
explore exciting projects relating to the world around them!é
8
At the end of last year we finished off an exciting year with our explodingé
volcanoes. And this year has got off to a fine start with biomes in boxes, autumné
art, monitoring air quality at BGS and Christmas decorations!é

é
Students enjoy expressing theiré
creativity, chatting to likeé
minded students and munchingé
away on biscuits! Come andé
find out what we will beé
working on next!é
é

\

Ms Ashman, Geography Dept.é

Whatds coming up in Geography overé
the next couple of months?é

A

€

é

The Geography Department are privileged to announce thaté
we have some ambassadors from the Royal Geographicalé
Society visiting the department to speak to speciallyé
selected classes about the role of geography in our lives andé
futures! Will your son or daughter be lucky enough to geté
this unique experience in their lessons? Watch this space...é

Its nearly Oscar season | hear you cry! That means onlyé
one thing...it's time again for the Geography Goscaré
season. Make sure you are wow-ing your Geographyé
teacher with impressive homeworks, amazingg
commitment and focus in class or just general juicyé
Geography work! Who will be the winners?

Ms Ashman, Geography Dept.é




Y9 Geography Visit to the Naturalé
History Museum:

The Year 9 visited the Naturalé
History Museum to explore theéé
wonders of the Natural World. Thisgé
took place over 4 days and saw theé
whole year group gain deeper understanding about natural hazards. We enteredé
the red zone via an escalator that rose up through the centre of the earth. Theé
exhibition gave Year 9 the opportunity to experience an earthquake in the oshakeé
roomd@, this is based on the Kobe earthquakeé
W of 1995. Students were wobbled aroundé
| & whilsté
:1 hearingé
| the noiseé
'~ that ané

earthquake can make. It caused quite a stirlé
Students also saw a heat suit thaté
volcanologists wear to carry out research,é
which looks more like tin foil but in actual fact can withstand extremely highé
temperatures. Year 9 were able to see bodies from the Pompeii eruption of 79 ADé
which are mummified. Students also enjoyed time exploring the other exhibitionsé
that included the world famous dinosaurs, and the newly installed odippy0.é
Overall, Year 9 had a fantastic day and were juicy fact hunters.é

8

Year 12 have oslippedd, otrippedd and got ostucko in the River Darent as a part ofé
theiré
Geography IA.¢
We managed toé
only lose oneé
wellingtoné
boot but allé
students wereé
wet and muddyé
after a dayé
collectingé
primary data.é
We managed toé







