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Book Title & Author Description Reading 
Age 

The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas – John Boyne 

Bruno knows nothing of the Holocaust. Then he meets 
Shmuel, a boy who lives on the other side of the wire fence. 

11+ 

The Piper –  
Danny Weston 

Peter and his little sister are evacuated to an isolated farm. 
But there is something sinister happening. 

13+ 

Maus –  
Art Spiegelman 

Maus recounts the chilling experiences of the author's father 
during the Holocaust, with Jews as mice and Nazis as cats. 

12+ 

Ausländer –  
Paul Dowswell 

When Peter's parents are killed, a German family is pleased to 
adopt him. But Peter feels like a foreigner-an auslander. 

11+ 

Once –  
Morris Gleitzman 

The story of a Jewish boy who is determined to escape his 
orphanage to save his parents from the Nazis in Poland 

10+ 

Duty Calls: Dunkirk – 
James Holland 

Private Hawke awakens to artillery fire. Now men lay dead. As 
the Germans advance, how will he survive? 

12+ 

Front Lines – Michael 
Grant 

A reimagining of WW2 where three American girls fight on 
the Front, and must prove their guts and strength. 

12+ 

When Hitler Stole Pink 
Rabbit – Judith Kerr 

One day Anna’s father was missing. Then she and her brother 
were being rushed by their mother, right out of Germany. 

11+ 

Salt to the Sea –  
Ruta Sepetys 

A group of refugees trek across East Prussia, bound together 
by their desperation to reach the ship that can save them.  

13+ 

When the Sky Falls – 
Phil Earle 

Joseph is sent to live with Mrs F. Both are short tempered. But 
they bond over their love for a gorilla called Adonis, who they 
will have to shoot if bombs set him free. 

11+ 

Hitler’s Angel –  
William Osborne 

Otto and Leni have escaped from Germany to England. Their 
mission is to find a girl who could bring down Hitler. 

11+ 

The Tattooist of 
Auschwitz –  
Heather Morris 

Lale is given the job of tattooing prisoners. When he meets 
Gita it’s love at first sight, and he is determined that they will  
both survive. 

14+ 

Night –  
Elie Wiesel 

As a child, Elie Wiesel was sent to the Nazi concentration 
camps at Auschwitz and Buchenwald. This is his poignant 
account of the atrocities he witnessed. 

13+ 

Goodnight Mister Tom – 
Michelle Magorian 

Willie is evacuated to the country. A sad, deprived child, he 
slowly begins to flourish under the care of old Tom Oakley. 

10+ 

The Book Thief – 
Markus Zusak 

Liesel, a nine-year-old girl, is living with a foster family. This is 
her story when the bombs begin to fall. 

13+ 

All the Light We Cannot 
See – Anthony Doerr 

Marie-Laure, blind since the age of six, travels from Paris to 
the sea, and closer to Werner, part of the Hitler Youth. 

14+ 

Code Name Verity – 
Elizabeth Wein 

When a vital mission goes wrong, Verity is captured by the 
Gestapo and becomes a prisoner of war.  

14+ 

Hero on a Bicycle – 
Shirley Hughes 

It is 1944. The Italian resistance has not given up hope, and 
neither have Paolo and Constana. 

11+ 

An Elephant in the 
Garden –  
Michael Morpurgo 

Lizzie’s mother works at the zoo, but when she is told that 
dangerous animals must be shot before the town is bombed, 
she moves an elephant into her back garden to save her. 

10+ 

Arctic Star – Tom Palmer 
The Arctic convoy faces enemy attacks from both air and sea, 
as well as life threatening cold and storms. 

11+ 

 


